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Synopsis

Some bodies won'’t stay buried.Some stories need to be told. When seventeen-year-old Rowan
Chase finds a skeleton on her family’s property, she has no idea that investigating the brutal
century-old murder will lead to a summer of painful discoveries about the past... and the
present.Nearly one hundred years earlier, a misguided violent encounter propels
seventeen-year-old Will Tillman into a racial firestorm. In a country rife with violence against blacks
and a hometown segregated by Jim Crow, Will must make hard choices on a painful journey
towards self discovery and face his inner demons in order to do what's right the night Tulsa
burns.Through intricately interwoven alternating perspectives, Jennifer Latham’s lightning-paced
page-turner brings the Tulsa race riot of 1921 to blazing life and raises important questions about

the complex state of US race relations - both yesterday and today.

Customer Reviews

Gr 8 UpA¢a -4 «Latham follows up Scarlett Undercover with a rich work that links past and present
in a tale that explores racial prejudice. After the remains of a skeleton are found in her Tulsa, OK,
backyard, 17-year-old Rowan Chase becomes consumed with finding out the story behind the
death. As she digs into the mystery, Rowan’s contemporary perspective alternates with that of
another Tulsa teen: Will, a 17-year-old in the 1920s. Though separated by decades, the characters’
lives intersect as the mystery of the skeleton unfolds in both time periods. Race, social inequalities,
and entitlement are subjects the teens grapple with as they enter adulthood, Rowan in the current
day and Will during the Tulsa race riots of 1921. Latham’s enthralling, expertly paced plot will keep
readers engaged, and the detailed imagery creates a strong sense of place in both time periods.
The occasional mature language is deftly integrated and realistic for both the situations and the
protagonists, who are relatable and well-developed. VERDICT Mystery fans will enjoy this cleverly
plotted, suspenseful work, while the broader social issues will draw a wide audience. Educators will
also find this title useful as a selection for discussion and cross-curricular lessons.A¢a -4 <Tiffeni

Fontno, Boston College Educational Resource Center

Praise for Dreamland Burning:* "Latham presents a fast-paced historical novel brimming with
unsparing detail and unshakeable truths about a shameful chapter in American history... An
unflinching, superbly written story about family, friendship, and integrity, set during one of America’s
deadliest race riots."A¢a -a ¢Kirkus Reviews (starred review)* "Latham masterfully weaves

together the story of two well-off, mixed-race teenagers--Rowan, in the present, and Will, who lived



in Tulsa in 1921--in this fast-paced, tension-filled look at race, privilege, and violence in America...
This timely story gives readers an unflinching look at the problem of racism, both past and present,

while simultaneously offering the hope of overcoming that hatred."A¢a -4 ¢Booklist (starred review)
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